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"Against the Winds" "Robinson Crusoe"

KATE JORDAN

T1IK impediments that interfered
Naomi Tway's pursuit of lib-rrl- y

and happiness, in Kate Jordan's
l;ainyf ftr 11'iWs, were a singularly

and brutal assortment of tragedies.
She was driven from her dirty, unkempt
Lome in a Southern town by the discovery
that her mother .followed the profession
of .Mrs. Warren or unsavory memory.

She made ar failure of a stenographer's
existence in New York and married u
commercial traveller as her only port in

the storm of her life. Then experience
revealed to her that her husband was

given to sodden sprees that lost him place
after place in spite of his superficial
cleverness as a salesman.

To tide over one of thcnC periods of
liuancial depression llr. and Mrs. Andrew
Caren went to live in a suburban Hudson
Itivcr village which was Andy's birth-plae- f!

and where he still owned hi ltoy-Loo-

home. Now Naomi Caren was dis-

tinctly lovely and Gilbert Hampton (the
inevitable rich, idle waster of fiction ) fell

in Jove with her. He persuaded Naomi

to dope with him with the understanding
that when Aody gojt his divorce-- they would
1 married. But Naomi's beauty of char-oct- ei

was too much even for Gilbert the
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wicked, nc came back and told Naomi

on the eve of their clopment that he had
never intended to marry her. And back
fchc went to Andy to discover he was dy-

ing of cancer.
And while Naomi performs this seruce

to her husband of playing the
wife Gilbert is fighting with the French hi

the war. The reader is left with the sense

that no Bochc bullet is numbered for Gil-

bert and that he would return to find

Naomi a ready to 1 condoled widow.

Like all of lira. Ycrmilye stories, this
one is very well written and has many
beautiful passages concerned with rural
and urban vistas. l!ut Naomi is such a
parasite that it is inipos-ib'- e to sympa-

thize with her; and this i.utagonism the
heroine arouses is not atoned for by the
horrors of her backgrounds.
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Sea Stories
TJtfi Eoitou or IVxjkj; m tiikTO Rook 'W'Oitl.li Sir: 1 the sea

story dead T IJcally I cannot recall a single

first class sea jam since .lack IxindonV

Sea Wolf. And yet it seeing lo in there is

no class of fiction which affords a better

field for contract, color anil action.- for

powerful appeals to the imagination and
tlio emotions, than the sea the

maritime novel.
Keeontlj-- iny mind was turned iu th'n

direction by an oil paintiug hanging in

the lobby of one of our .an Francisco
hotels :i picture of a ship riding the
waves in midoccan. It w:is an imjres:-,iv- c

thing. The fekj' was graj--
, the seji wa.-- .

graj- - :uid a gale was sweeping 01 er tint
water, which, swinging to the ihjthm of
the wind, undulated enormous waves,
each capped with a roaring cataract
of white. Across that ocean a tall ship
w:ls driving an old fashioned wooden
sailing tliip with painted ports and
quarter boats. Under two top.-ail-s and a
foresail the va-- el flew before the wind,

avalanching down thefacc of a follow-

ing sea and the foam rcoaring from the
Ikjw. Above, the sails were almost bur.-l-in- g

from the pressure of the wind.
A spirited salt water novel would be a

splendid thing, even in these unrouiantic
daj-B- . Whether the scene be set on the
deck of schooner, or clipper, or ocean
freighter, the background of land and
ocean is the same, and that's the thing.

Roc.kr Sika6i .

Berkeley, Cal, April 12.

Dy ROSSITER JOHNSON.

Knirou or Books and theTO.tiiu
s

; Would Sir: Reading jour
limbl and interesting article on Robinson

Crusoe, a worldwide book published 200

years ago, 1 could not help seeing one fault
in it. The writer clings to the assumption

that Defoe got the idea of his story from

Selkirk's, who passed four years alone on

Juan Fernandez, in the Pacific (1705-fl- ).

CapL Rogers, his rescuer, published his
narrative in 1712.

It is that the accusation against
Defoe was originally set afloat by his
political enemies. However that may be,

it has brcn very persistent When I was

a boy one of my schoolbooks declared
boldly and luldly that Defoe "stole the
story from Alexander Selkirk." And this
venerable theory causes every voyager and
every writer that has occasion to mention

Juan Fernandez to speak of it as "Cru-
soe's Island."

Many readers are ignorant of the fact
that in perusing a book they should first
attentively read the title page. That
page in any good edition of Hobinson
Crusoe informs us that his island was
"near the mouth of the great Uiver Ori-

noco" :?,000 miles from Juan Fernandez,
with a continent ln'tween.

This fact alone would not prove lhat
Selkirk's narrative was not the original
of Defoe's book. But now turn to The
llmial Commentaries of I'crn, Spanish
original, published in Cordova, 1G0U-1-

The author was a mestizo, who took the
name of his father, Garcilasso de la Vega,
one of the conquerors of IVru. A transla-
tion into English by Sir Paul Ifyeant,
Kt., was published in London in lfiSS,
thirty years before Defoe wrote his fa-

mous story. This translation is in the
New York Library. The third chapter
includes the story of Peter Serrano, who
was shipwrecked in the Caribbean Sea
and. alone of all tle crew, swam ashore
to a desolate island near the mouth of the
Orinoco. He lived at firnt on shrimps and
small shellfish, then learned to catch
turtles, drink their blood, eat their flesh
and use the shells to catch rain water. He
produced fire by using seaweed as furl-an-

striking his knife blade with a pebble.
Ships did not venture near the island on
necount'of shoals and reefs. (Was not the
famous Kcarsargc lost in that region T)

At the end of three years another man
3wam ashore from a wreck prototype of
Crusoe's man Friday. Serrano was now
completely covered with long hair, and the
two surprised men distrusted each other
as devils till they proclaimed themselves
Christians by reciting the Creed. They
lived there four years, and were then
rescued. Serrano told his story in Spain
and in Germany, received a liberal pension
and died in Panama.

Selkiik was not wrecked, as Crusoe
was; he was put ashore at his own request
and was provided with the means of mak- -
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nig a living. Serrano, thrown upon "
desert island, with nothing but his knife
and the clothes he wore, had to usa ex-

treme ingenuity and unfailing courage,
and Defoe, of all writers, was flie one to
expand that ingenuity to the utmost. In-die- d,

that is the. essential characteristic of
his book.

It appears to me to be quite as proper
and significant to memorialize the centen-

nials of worldwide books as of famous
men. Milton says: "A good book is the
precious life blood of a master spirit
embalmed aud treasured up on purpose-t-

a life beyond life." We always re-

member the recurrence of Shakespeare's
birthday and deathday, but have we ever
done likewise for Cervantes and his Don
Quirolet Our own Irving finished liis most

successful work, The Sketch-Hoo- k, in
1S"J0. As is usual with tlio very befit

books, it was declined by the publishers,
and l.c printed the first edition at his own
expense. Let us remember him next year.
The centennial of Uncle Tom's Cabin will

occur in 19o'l if there shall be any 19."2.
The French revolutionists of the 1790s
changed the calcnJar to suit themselves
and the Uolshcvs (might as well antici-
pate the inevitable contraction) may alml-is- h

it altogether. AVho can tcllT The
general condition of the world, not less
than the destruction of French cathedrals
by ihc Huns, recalls that solemnly elo-

quent passage with which Kuskin closes
his Seven .(imps of Architecture:

"1 have paused not once nor twice, as
I wrote, and often have cheeked the course
of what might otherwise have been im-

portunate persuasion, as the thought has
cros-n-- me, how soon all Aichileclurc
inaj' be vain, except that which is not
made with hands. There is something
ominous in the light which ha, enabled
us to look back with disdain upon the
ages among whose lovely vestiges we have
leen wandering. I could smile when T

hrar the hopeful exultation of many at
the new reach of worldly science and
vigor of worldlj' effort; as if we were
again at the beginning of days. There is
thunder on the liorion, as well as dawn."

This was written in ISIS or 1840, when
a revolutionary movement on the conti-

nent of F.uropc was in progress. The
passage might well be pondered bj-- tlio
architects of a new Europe a heteroge-
neous commission of statesmen with cre-

dentials and mediocrities without who
sit in Paris filling a sprinkling pot with
milk and water to extinguish the bon-

fire around which the ISolshcvs are dan-

cing and at which they expect to light a
torch for America.

ltOSSITEIt .Toaxsow.
New YoitK, April 20.

The publishers of lloberl W. Chamber

beg to announce that they jirc printing
the sixteenth aud fifty-eight- h editions,

of those real hot sellers, A

by G. Stanley Hall, and Cure and
Uecditui of Children,by Dr. Kmmelt Holt.
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